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Sue Winter Berens – family stories - updated March 10, 2010

Early life

· Sue Winter was born on August 30, 1946. In other highlights of that year, bikinis went on sale in Paris, the Atomic Energy Commission was established, Frank Capra's It's a Wonderful Life” was released, the Flamingo Hotel opened on the Las Vegas Strip, and the first Tupperware was sold in department stores. Some of the popular music hits of that year were "Doin' What Comes Natur'lly" by Dinah Shore,  Hey! Ba-Ba-Re-Bop" by Lionel Hampton, "Hawaiian War Chant" by Spike Jones, and “Let it Snow!”

· Sue grew up in Southern California with her parents William E. Winter and Mildred Kinney Winter, and three brothers, John, William (Billy), and Michael (Mikey). They lived in the suburbs of Tustin 163 North B Street, down the street from Pepper Tree Park. It was a challenge to fit the family in the small one-bath home but they built a bedroom for the three boys from a screened-in patio, and made do for some time with a bed in the dining room. As the only daughter, Sue was fortunate to have a bedroom of her own. The three brothers harassed her as brothers will do, but she was the light of their eyes, and she and Mikey were especially close. When each of the children moved out, they still returned home for Sunday dinner with the family.
· The kids spent many holidays and summer vacations with their mother’s extended family who lived on a 10-acre ranch with 30,000 chickens in Kingsburg, near Fresno, California. Cousin Karen Koesel Baker said that Aunt Mitty (Mildred Kinney Winter) practically raised Karen’s mother, who was the youngest of 10 siblings. Sue was more of a sister to them than a cousin. The cousins had plenty of room to roam on the property, and Karen remembers building their own miniature golf course. 
· Although Karen’s family couldn’t get away often because of the chickens, they would sometimes take the train to Tustin. The Winters’ home in Tustin was on a cul de sac so the cousins could rollerskate for hours and play kick the can until midnight in summertime. In junior high Karen remembers taking the bus to downtown Santa Ana to visit shopping hot spots like Buffums. Later in high school the three female cousins (Sue, Karen, and Mickey) spent hours on the beach at Laguna and Corona Del Mar, although more to show off their bikinis than to go in the water. 
· Sue and her brothers Bill and John graduated from Tustin High School; Sue in the Class of 1959. John apparently had a reputation for troublemaking at THS although nothing specific was reported about Sue.
Marriage

· Randy and Sue met when Randy was working for Pacific Telephone in 1964. He was installing a phone for her girlfriend, met Sue at the apartment, and wanted to get to know her better. He got her number through his connections with the phone company and called her directly from a telephone pole located off 17th Street in Santa Ana.

· While dating they spent a lot of time at the Southern California beaches and all the jazz / folk / rock concerts and clubs, which was cheap entertainment at the time. Randy remembers concerts at the local music venues such as the Hollywood Bowl, Greek Theater, Melodyland Theater-in-the-round, Rendezvous Ballroom at Balboa, jazz clubs at Redondo Beach, and folk music clubs at Huntington Beach (where they saw a young John Denver sleeping on the beach). They saw Simon & Garfunkel, The Doors playing at UCLA, and visited Sue’s brother in San Francisco where they experienced the trippy times at concerts by Jefferson Airplane, Grateful Dead, and Janis Joplin at Fillmore West.
· Randy and Sue were married on June 22, 1968 in Orange, California. Sue’s mother made many of her clothes, including her wedding dress embellished with lace and pearls. Sue was very thin through much of her life (Cousin Karen describes her as “a stick”) so the dress itself wouldn’t fit anyone else, but her cousins enjoyed wearing the veil and accessories for their own weddings. 
· Sue’s best friend, Sandy, was her maid of honor (this was the same friend whose telephone installation had first caused Randy and Sue to meet). Randy’s sisters Barbara and Pam Berens were in the wedding party and Barbara remembers that they wore pale blue bridesmaids’ dresses and carried bouquets of daises. 

· When Barbara and Sue were bridesmaids for another friend’s wedding they made their own dresses (pastel peach), then after the wedding they cut the dresses off at the knee and went dancing at one the waterfront night spots in Newport Beach – either The Red Onion or Rusty Pelican.
School / Work / Locations
· Sue attended Orange Coast College as a business major, and while still at OCC worked the graveyard shift at Collins Radio Company. At OCC she took business data management classes, worked her way into customer service and showed her talent in sales and people management. 

· Sue took up a position with Pacific Telephone at the same time Randy quit the telephone company for the oceanography and marine biology program at UC Irvine.
· Randy worked as a mechanic in a filling station while studying at UCI and attending the Scripps Institute of Oceanography. One day a co-worker brought his dog to work and announced he wasn’t able to keep it. Sue fell in love with the female Afghan hound and they brought her home. They named her Jake after a cardboard skeleton owned by Randy’s former college buddy, since when the Afghan was wet, you could see her bones. They bred Jake – a West Coast dog – with an East Coast Afghan and kept three of her seven puppies to show. They bought a VW van to drive them to dog shows.

· Randy and Sue were married in the summer of 1968 and she remained with PacTel until Randy was drafted in 1969. 

· Randy was stationed for two years at the US Army Aberdeen Proving Ground / Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland and Sue transferred to customer service with nearby Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company. Randy said that he “lucked out” in the assignment because he had a fair amount of time off for them to travel to Boston and along the East Coast. 

· After the tour of duty they moved back to Orange County where Randy completed UC Irvine’s PhD program in cell biology and parasitology and Sue returned to her previous position with Pacific Telephone in Santa Ana.

· From 1972 to 1975 they lived in converted World War 2 army barracks on Acacia Street. There were two duplexes on the lot, both of which were old officer’s housing moved from the Santa Ana Army Air Base (now the Orange County Fairgrounds). Acacia Street was located next to Newport Back Bay – an inland delta and nature preserve – and about a half mile from the end of the Orange County / John Wayne Airport runway, so all conversation stopped when the jets took off. Rent was cheap at $80 per month, including utilities. Randy described “good and strange times” living on Acacia, such as tracking down neighbors who would become lost wandering in the nearby mudflats and were usually found at the old salt plant, hiding from imaginary acid-induced lions.

· Randy’s sister Barbara and her husband Reed lived in the same complex, which Barbara described as “migrant worker shacks.” 
· There was a garden in the complex and a farm next door. Barbara and Sue like to feed one of the neighbor cows named Gusby until she apparently moved to other pastures on as part of a 4H project. Sue got a kick out of seeing the flocks of crows and they adopted one (named Crow) that had fallen out of the nest. The fearless Crow would ride around on one of the farm horses, come in the cat door and eat all the cat food, and pull on the dog’s shiny ID tags. They also had an indoor pet mynah named Bird.

· Sue was a good cook and liked to try different things. She and Randy cooked whole turkeys throughout the year – not just at Thanksgiving. Sue and Barbara would bake at night for fun. When they made Harvey Wallbanger cake they would eat half the batter before they were done (the HW cocktail features vodka, Galliano, and orange juice).

· Barbara and Sue loved finding bargains and shopped a lot, especially the weekly Orange County Swap Meet. Even if they didn’t find any treasures they always brought home bagels from the swap meet.

· When Randy accepted a post-doctoral position at Washington University Medical School in St. Louis, Sue transferred to Southwestern Bell where she worked her way up to manager of the business sales office. Randy’s career in tropical medicine research included trips to Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay.
· The couple finally moved to Colorado where Randy took a position at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. Sue took a managerial position with US West followed by AT&T, and then decided to retire early at age 50. In Denver they acquired two rescue Afghan hounds and a golden retriever.
Family / Friends

· Sue and Randy’s son Keith (named for his grandfather Keith) was born March 1981 in St. Louis, but came prematurely. Sue was quite ill and they were not able to bring Keith home from the hospital for a long time. 

· Their son John was born in Denver on June 4, 1987.

· Sue loved being a mother and she and her husband were dedicated to making sure their sons had the tools to succeed and enjoy life.
· Both family and friends were supremely important to Sue.

· Chris May said that “Sue was my best friend and accepted me without condition… we raised our children together...Sue lived for being a mother to her kids.” Sue met Chris in 1995 when John wanted to join the scouts and Chris was the Tiger Cubs leader. A year later, Sue was coming to every scout meeting and Chris was very grateful that she would always pitch in to help. When Chris retired from scout leadership, Sue had a carved plaque made showing the “end of the trail” and took up a collection for a new pair of hiking shoes.

· The families had fun eating at Dick’s Hickory Dock barbecue, going dancing at The Little Bear, and camping at places such as Chalk Creek and St. Elmo’s ghost town.

Travel

· Chris and Sue were camping and travel buddies during their time in Colorado. Chris sold weathervanes at craft fairs in and around the state so they went on many road trips.

· Sue also had a lot in common with her sister-in-law Barbara Berens and spent a lot of time with both her first husband, Reed, and second husband, Morrie on skiing trips and vacations.

· Barbara remembers a vacation day one summer in the 1960’s: “Sue, Randy, Reed, and I went camping at Eagle Lake in Northern California. It was a nice warm day, so Sue and I spread out our towels and did a little sunbathing and took a nap. We awoke to a whole herd of cows mooing at us. It seems we'd placed our towels right in the path the cows took to go home in the afternoon! They could have moved around us and continued on, but they wanted that pathway!! We decided to move our towels (very slowly so as not to disturb the rather large mooing ladies) to a safer place. Randy and Reed were off to the side laughing their heads off.”
· Chris and Sue went on a trip to Tiajuana Mexico with Barbara and Morrie, and after a day of shopping and eating with the group, they snuck out again on their own to search for a chiminea (pottery fireplace). They came back much later to a very disapproving Morrie who was concerned for their safety in the wilds of Tiajuana.

· Cousin Mickey recalled meeting Sue for a week-long vacation at their condo at Dana Point with whale-watching and behind-the-scenes tours at SeaWorld. They enjoyed Ka and ice cream every night and stayed up to watch scary movies, although Sue had nightmares from watching the movie “Ghost Ship.”
· Cousin Karen remembers how Sue arranged all the details for a trip to Banff Canada when Karen’s husband passed away unexpectedly, and spent a week vacationing there even though her foot was in a cast. Sue later described to her friend Chris how much she loved the mountains and rolling hills of Canada. 

· She went on several trips to Sitka Alaska, and one memorable vacation included brother John, cousin Karen, sister-in-law Barbara and her husband Morrie, Randy, and the boys Keith and John. They rented three different boats to fish for salmon on the open ocean and then gathered again at a restaurant each evening. Although the boys were seasick and decided to pass after the first day, the group ended up with about 50 pounds of salmon apiece. They encountered a bear on the beach and Sue thought it was hysterical that the boys were trying to chase it down.
Interests

· Sue had many interests and liked to keep busy. Chris said that Sue had the “creative gene” that was expressed in many kinds of crafts. She adored doing things for kids and was always on the lookout at Goodwill and garage sales for items that could be transformed into Halloween and dress-up costumes for her niece Amy or for Chris. She had an obsession with hand-crocheted hot pads and went out of her way to make or find them. She sewed aprons and added ribbons and lace to denim shirts which she referred to as “the glittering.” She liked to experience “the thrill of the kill” in finding great bargains at Goodwill and then bedazzling them to her taste.
· One of her favorite pastimes in her 50’s was coloring with fine-tip markers, mostly geometric designs of native Alaskan animals brought back from her travels.
· Although Sue had a lot of jewelry, she wouldn’t wear it often except for a favorite pair of earrings that she wore with everything, made of dark opal brought back from one of the Alaska trips.
· Chris and Sue did “self-improvement thing” and took classes to motivate each other over the years.

· For a photography class Chris remembers that they forced her husband to ride by the house on his bicycle hundreds of times so they could learn how to “catch the action” properly with their 35 mm cameras. 
· They also tried their hand at pottery and the next class was going to be belly dancing (Sue’s pick). 
· Chris’ new home in Greeley featured six concord grapevines on the property and they were both excited to harvest the fruit for homemade grape jelly. During a weekend visit they picked several coolers full of grapes, shelled them, seeded them, washed them, and started juicing them. Chris had to run to the store to buy a juicer but by dinner time they finally ended up with 4 or 5 gallons of juice and a house that was sticky from one end to the other. They also misjudged the temperature needed and ended up with 2 dozen jars of very time-intensive and expensive grape glue.
· Sue loved to bake. Her famous rum cake was lovingly described as rich, wonderful, and decadent – best served warm. Sister-in-law Barbara described the rum cake as her “coup de grace.”

· She used a standard white cake mix but added rum to the batter, and topped the cake with a glaze of powdered sugar and rum. She always added extra cocoa and sugar to chocolate cake mix. Sue’s family had a wide variety of tastes and Randy remembers eating lots of Mexican, Chinese, and Greek food, and making their own tortillas.
· She enjoyed shopping for all kinds of things and she and Chris shopped together a lot. Chris remembers her being very proud of two Southwestern contemporary prints on display in the living room – even though Chris said she never felt quite felt quite comfortable with decorating and would always ask for opinions saying “it doesn’t come naturally to me.” She loved going through model homes and seeing new floor plans and amenities, particularly new kitchen technology. Chris remembers a time traveling through Snowflake Arizona where they had to get a hotel when they hadn’t planned on it because they spent so much time visiting new prefab homes in the area.

· As Sue’s mobility lessened in later years she wasn’t able to follow through on her many interests, but still enjoyed crafts and online shopping. 
· She loved finding gifts that friends and family would enjoy – and things they may not have thought of for themselves. 
· Sue’s mother-in-law Janice admired her enthusiasm and appreciated that Sue would help her find just the right clothing in petite sizes.

· Many describe her as a very giving person, always taking care of brothers and others who needed her help, and going out of her way to find things people would like. Chris called it “the art of knowing what would make someone else happy.” 

· Chris confessed that Sue was NEVER on time, always a minimum of one-half-hour late. Therefore she was never allowed to bring the appetizers for holidays, only dessert.
· Sue was definitely not into mornings. Her night owl activities often included reading, movies, and online shopping. Chris remembers that she loved science fiction movies like Alien and other quirky films. She watched a lot of Oprah and every episode of Friends. She also read imaginative books – mainly science fiction and mystical romance.

· Chris mentioned that Sue had always wanted to see the play “For Girls Only” – a comedy about friends reading from their girlhood diaries and the experience of growing up female.
· On the website classmates.com, Sue self-described her favorite activities and interests as: Reading, Shopping, Camping, Gardening, Skiing, Walking, Dining out, and Movies. And for the question, "It's movie night-what do you like to see?" she answered: Action flicks, Comedies, Dramas, Horror Films, and Thrillers.

Humor
· Friends and family describe Sue as effervescent, bubbly, upbeat, and caring – and also with a sense of humor that was dry, irreverent, and even devilish. She could take serious situations and lighten them up. Chris described herself as a rule-follower and Sue as a rule-breaker so they were a good match. She said that Sue could think on her feet, and with her dry wit you often wouldn’t know what hit you. She was always ready to go and open for new experiences.
· She loved pranks and practical jokes; one day on the way to the grocery store she saw her son John’s jeep parked near the high school and (having the keys) she moved it – just far enough that it was still in sight – then waited at home for John to call with the news that his car had been stolen.

· Sue and the other scout parents knew that Chris kept liquor above the fridge, so while Chris led troop meetings in the basement, Sue (unknown to Chris) would entertain the parents with drinks above.
· Chris described Sue’s eclectic and “quirky” tastes – for example going to see the Denver Symphony concert of Pink Floyd. One of her favorite musicians was the hard rocker Meat Loaf, but she also loved Elvis and Willie Nelson. On a long trip to a craft fair in Arizona, Sue played one Willie Nelson CD so many times that Chris was ready to chuck it out the window.

· Sue’s brothers drove racecars and so she always wanted a fast car herself – and by proxy she gave her brother and husband a chance to drive around the NASCAR track as a Christmas gift one year.

· Sue liked sports cars, and owned a Triumph back in the 1960’s – before the family owned more utilitarian vehicles like the VW van and Ford 4 x 4.
· When Sue was almost 60 she asked her friend Chris and brother John to go with her to test-drive a high-performance Ford Mustang Cobra. Big John was too tall to fit in the back seat so he rode shotgun. (John was 6’5, not even tallest of the brothers, and Sue was also quite tall – about 5’ 10). She got out onto a country road and floored it, getting up to 114 mph. Chris said that had such a smile on her face and was obviously in heaven. She bought the Cobra with cash and drove it everywhere.

· Cousin Karen compared Sue’s personality to the free spirit of her brother John “the original 60’s hippie,” always with long hair and beard, who traveled around the world, sometimes lived out of his converted VW bus, and loved visiting his many friends whom Karen describes as “his treasures in life.” 
· Sue passed away on August 14, 2009, just before her 63rd birthday. Sue will be remembered by many for her enthusiasm for life and her devotion to family and friends.
Photos

from Mickey Lincoln

· 1949 * Sue (age 3) and Karen Koesel (1949)

· 1958 * Sue Berens (age 12), Mickey Koesel (age 10) in Sequoia Mountains (1958)

· 1958 * Sue, about age 11? (c.1958)

· 1959 * Sue (age 13) and Karen Koesel feeding cat, Kingsburg, CA (1959)

· 1962 * Brother John, Sue, and Milty in Tustin (1962 - 64?)

· 1963 * Sue, about age 18? (c.1963)

· 1967 * Brother Mike Winter at Mickey & Karen's parents 25th wedding anniversary. Kingsburg, CA (Aug 1967)

· 1973 * Sue, Randy, and brother Bill (about 1973?)

· 1982 * Sue and son Keith (about 1982?)

· 1996 * Sue at Amy's wedding to Jeff Springfield (brother Bill's daughter) in Yosemite, CA  (Aug 18, 1996)

· 2004 * Sue and cousin Mickey Lincoln whale watching off Dana Point (Jan 2004)

· 2004 * Sue and Mickey at Sea World San Diego, feeding Beluga whale (Jan 2004)
· 2004 * Sue at San Juan Capistrano (Jan 2004)

